
A simple graph with Winplot 
 
Here are the steps for creating and embedding a simple graph in a Word document.  Although it 
appears to be a lot of steps, many are set once and not changed in future problems. 
 
Let’s graph 22 3 4y x x= − +  
 
Open Winplot 

 

1. Go to Window and select 2-dim (shortcut key 
F2) 

2. You should get a 2-dimensional Cartesian 
coordinate system similar to the one below.  
Yours may look a little different; we can 
make adjustments to this later. 
 

 

Note:  There are several things you can do with 
Winplot.  This tutorial is only going to show you 
the basics.  Winplot is able to calculate and 
graph upper-level calculus problems very 
quickly and easily.   

3. To change the background color go to 
Misc Colors Background Color 

 

  

4. To change the minimum and maximum 
values for x and y, go to View  View 
 

 



 
5. Select the values you want.  Be sure that 

“set corners” is selected.  For now, I will 
graph it on the “standard” viewing 
window (10s all around) 
 

 

6. You can also adjust other aspects of the axes 
(e.g. tickmarks, grid lines).  Go to 
View Grid.  You will get the following 
menu.  Make some changes, click Apply, and 
note how the graph changes. 

 

7. Let’s graph the line y = x + 2.   
Click on Equa Explicit 

 

 

8. Type in the equation.  You can adjust the line 
thickness, color, and endpoints.  I will 
generally make the pen width 3. 

      
If you want to restrict the domain, select the 
“lock interval” and input the low x and high x. 
 
 
 
 

9. Admire your graph 
 

10. You may want to adjust the size of the image 
before placing it in Word. Go to File  



 
 
You may wish to make some adjustments to the 
axis.  You can go back to view view or go to 
View Grid and make any adjustments. 

image size. You may also left click on one of 
the sides and drag it to the desired size, 

       
 
Now make the adjustments. 

11. Now go to File Copy to clipboard (you 
may also go to File Bitmap to clipboard.  
You will notice some slight differences. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

12. Now go to Word and go to Edit Paste 
(Word 03) 

   
 
(Word 07) 

  



13.  After some adjustments in the view 
window, here is my final graph: 

 

13. You may wish to add labels to your graph.  
You can do this in one of two ways: 
1.  Go to Btns and select “Text”  Then, 
whenever you right click, you can type in 
simple text.  Not good if you have exponents 
or rational equations.   
2.  I usually select Paste from clipboard.  
You can use MathType or any other editor 
and past in nice looking equations. 

 
 

14. You can also add arrowheads at the end of 
your graph.  One @ symbol puts an open circle, 
2 @ symbols buts a closed circle, 3 @ symbols 
puts an open arrow, 4 @ symbols puts a closed 
arrow.  The number after the @ indicates the 
size of the circle/arrow. 

 

Here it is with the arrows: 

 
 
This is a very powerful program that is free.  Most equations are input like you would on a 
graphing calculator.  (To input a square root use sqrt.)  It can be accessed by going to the website 
below:  http://math.exeter.edu/rparris/winplot.html  
 
 
 
 


