
Here is how my stats class is set up from start to finish: 

 

1.  They are assigned a video lecture to watch. In a MWF class, the video is usually less than 35 minutes.  Occasionally, 

I need to assign two…either because  the material is not very dense (like in the first 3 chapters) or the first video 

explains lots of the theoretical underpinnings and the 2
nd

 video shows what I actually want them to DO (like the 

normal distribution or hypothesis testing) 

2. They do a small number of problems in MyStatlab.  These are the easiest possible problems I can ask. Really just to 

get them to think about what we are going to do before they actually come to class. This usually takes them less 

than 10 minutes. 

3. They print out what I have called the concept workshop.  This is what we will do in class.  On some occasions we 

will do an activity that I will bring. DO NOT BRING EXTRA COPIES TO CLASS. If you do, they won’t print it out.  I bring 

extra copies on the first day only. Our university has free printing and I make sure to let them know where they can 

print it out.  I tell them to go ahead and print the concept workshops for the entire unit.  If I were more on top of 

things, I would send them all to the university print shop and sell them in the book store for 2-3 dollars. 

4. When they come to class, they will rearrange the furniture and get into groups.  I found that this was the sine qua 

non of getting them to have a conversation with one another.  It is worth the small amount of disruption at the 

beginning and the end of class to do this.  I also let them go 3-5 minutes early if they will help put the chairs and 

tables back. 

5. I will often start class out with what I call the One Question Intro. I bring in one problem that almost always has 

multiple parts to help remind them of the “grammar” of what we will be doing that day.  I give them a few minutes 

to read the problem and attempt it.  We then go through it in class.  Often this is a good chance for me to remind 

them how to use their calculator, rather than being asked by each group how to enter data into a list.  I don’t usually 

do this on the early chapters, which most students find fairly easy.   

6. I will go over (or have them help me go over) the concept workshop.  Often, I have been around to every group and 

have been checking answers along the way, so there is generally not a need to give answers to each 

problem.  Rather, I use this time to talk about common errors and conceptual misunderstandings.  This is an 

important part of the class.  One issue that I often face is that not all groups are ready to go over the workshop and 

some have been finished for 15 minutes.  If I anticipate this, I will have an additional worksheet for those faster 

groups.  I try to make it sound like a reward.   

7. With about 10-15 minutes left, in lieu of boardwork, I have what I call the One Question Summary.  This is one 

question (with multiple parts) that attempts to capture most of the main ideas of what they were to have learned 

that day.  This is what I grade.  I began doing this when students wanted me to grade their concept workshop, which 

I did not want to do because we had already gone over it and I did not want to just have a gimme grade.  This is like 

a group quiz. Each group turns in one paper with each group members names on it.  I grade it on a 10 point scale.  I 

don’t help them that much on it.  I will, however, give clarifying information or even tell them to try again if their 

answer is close, but not really correct. I do this because it takes some students a while to process what we just did.  I 

tell them that these are good possible test questions.  So at the end of the unit, they basically have a good test 

review.  

8. Now they take an online 3-question quiz.  I used to give online quizzes every 2-3 sections that were 8-12 questions 

long.  This seemed to be too hard on them and took them 30-45 minutes per attempt.  Now, with the 3 question 

quiz for each section, they  are doing much better.  They take them immediately after that lesson, so it is fresh in 

their mind. I also allow unlimited attempts.  Each 3 question quiz, though, may have 30 problems that are being 

pooled to get the 3 questions.  So even with unlimited attempts, they are unlikely to get the same questions.  And, if 

they do, the numbers would most likely be different. 

9. Now they repeat 1-8.   

 


