
Course Syllabus 

MATH 1530K 

Transitional Applied Statistics Fall 2012 

(Statistics: Greek word that means, “Never having to say you're certain.”) 

 

Warning: The FDA and CDC warn that reading the following document may 

cause nausea and insomnia. Those who have scitsitats (which is a rare—

seemingly paradoxical--condition in which a narcoleptic develops insomnia) 

should be especially careful.  

 

Instructor: Dr. Scott McDaniel, Ed.D., NRA, FDA, MTV, CNN, LOL, BFF 

 

Office: SAG 118 Phone: 904-8367 (or 1-800-ILOVE-statistics–if you can bring 

yourself to dial it.)  e-mail:  smcdanie@mtsu.edu 

 

Office Hours Teaching Schedule 

Monday 10-12 1:00-2:15 

Tuesday By Appointment  

Wednesday 10-12 1:00-2:15 

Thursday 10-2  

Friday By Appointment 1:00-2:15 

 

Text (From the Greek meaning “Are we really going to use this thing?”) 

 Fundamentals of Statistics-Custom Edition , 3rd edition, by Sullivan. Online 

homework is completed at www.mymathlab.com . 

 

Calculator (From  Latin meaning, “My credit card is maxed out.”) 

  A TI-83 or TI-84 Plus graphing calculator is required for this course. 

 

Evaluation (From the Hindustani meaning “I have to get an A in here!”)  

 

Tests (4) 100 points each 

Homework/Class work 100 points 

Quizzes 100 points 

Final Exam 200 points 

 

Tests: (From the Greek meaning “please beat me with a waffle iron.”) 

There will be 4 tests given.  There will be no make-up tests given. Tests should be 

taken on the on the scheduled day. If you miss a test, the final exam will be used to 

replace that test.  

Homework: Homework will be done prior to the class period over the sections.  

This will consists of (1) watching the lecture videos and (2) doing a small handful 



(generally 3-10) problems online.  So if we are covering section 1.1 and 1.2 on 

Wednesday, you should watch the video lecture over 1.1 and 1.2  and do the 

homework in www.mymathlab.com before coming to class on Wednesday. Here, 

you have the “view an example,” and sometimes “watch a video” for the problem.  

Additionally, you can press “Similar Problem” and do it until you get it correct. You 

will incur a 30% penalty on the HW assignment if the preview homework is 

not done BEFORE class. If you encounter any problems with mymathlab call 1-

800-677-6337.  Additionally, you should take notes while watching the video 

lectures.  Notebook checks will occur frequently throughout the term. 

Classwork:  We will be doing class work in nearly every class.  You must be in 

class in order to turn in the class work. Class work will occasionally be collected 

and will be averaged and counted with your homework grade.  Again, almost the 

entire class will be devoted to doing classwork, not lecturing.  So, rather than 

lecturing for most of the class and doing your homework at home, you will watch 

the video lecture online at home (and then do a few problems online), and then you 

will do what would have been your “homework” during class in groups.  This may 

take some getting used to.  It is crucial that you watch the online lecture videos 

before coming to class.  If you have any technical problems or content problems, 

please do not hesitate to contact me immediately via email (smcdanie@mtsu.edu) or 

phone (904-8367). Don’t wait until class time to let me know that you had 

problems with the videos. 

 

Quizzes:  There will be several online quizzes given over the semester.  They must 

be done by the state due dates in class. You will generally be allowed multiple 

attempts on the quizzes. I will count your best attempt.  We may have a few video 

lecture quizzes to make sure you actually watch the video and took notes.  These 

may be given online or in class. I may just walk around and check your notes. 

 

Final Exam:  (from Kataang that literally means: “I finally do love statistics”) 

This will be a comprehensive final that is worth 200 points.  The in-class final will 

replace your lowest test score (or a missed test) and count as the final exam if it is 

higher than your lowest test. 

 

Attendance Policy  

Short version: Be here! 

 

Longer version: Attendance is vital to success in the course. Attendance will be 

taken at the beginning of every class. You will be responsible for all material 

covered during each class period. If you are tardy it is YOUR responsibility to get on 

the roll. For absences due to inclement weather, call my office (904-8367) BEFORE 

the absence. You will have a very slim chance of passing (hey–How is it that "Fat 

Chance" and "Slim Chance" mean the same thing?) if you do not attend class. 

If you do not miss any more than one class for any reason (excused or not) and are not 

tardy and do not leave early more than once, you will receive 20 points to your 



lowest test grade. “Wow, that’s cool; what an awesome teacher (he must be looking 

for good evaluations–aka a Promotion!)” 

 

Grading: 

Grading Scale: 

A: 90-100% 

B: 80-89% 

C: 70-79% 

D: 60-69% 

F: Below 60% 

There is NO plus/minus grading in Math 1530K.  

A grade of “I” will be given only in accordance with University policy. 

Emailing the professor 

Here is a short list of what to include in your email when emailing me (or any 

professor, for that matter): 

Dos 

• Include your name, and course in the body of your email. 

• If replying to my email, include the original email in your reply. 

• Be as specific as possible in your question(s). 

• Proof read your emails; use proper grammar. 

• Use your MTSU email address when possible. 

• Be polite when asking for help or extensions. 

• Don’t expect a reply within 5 minutes, but do expect one in 24 hours. 

 

 

Map to my office and the math lab 

 

 

 

 

**Students may not withdraw from 

this course except in extreme cases, 

which must be approved by Dr. 

Marva Lucas, Chair of University 

Studies (898-2568, Peck Hall, Room 

202). 


