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This course will be different from others you have had. I have, in a sense, turned the course 
inside-out.  Here is what traditionally occurs in a math class: 
 
 1. Come to class and listen to lecture and take notes. 
 2. Some time allowed for class work and questions.   

3. Go home and attempt the homework (probably get stuck on the more difficult 
problems) 

4.  Come to class and perhaps there is time to go over a couple of questions 
5.  The class moves on to a different section.  If you were lost, you had to get caught 

up. 
 
Here is how this class will be structured: 
 

1.  Before coming to class, you will log in to www.mymathlab.com  and watch the    
video lecturevideo lecturevideo lecturevideo lecture.  You should print off the notes pages to help you take notes  while 
watching just as you would in a “live” class. 

2.  There may  be a password embedded in the video lecture that will enable you to 
take the video lecture quiz. You should write that down and take the quiz before 
class.  If there are not any online video lecture quizzes, we will either do a note 
check or have a 1-question quiz in class. 

2. There will be a homework assignment that will cover the very basics of what the 
video lecture covered.  Again, this must be done before you come to class.  If you 
are completely lost, you should come see me beforebeforebeforebefore coming to class. If you only 
have a question over a small part, you could ask this in class.  Or, on either 
account, you may wish to email me your question. 

3.  When you come to class, we will discuss any immediate questions you may have 
had. Then we will spend 95% of the time doing classwork and possibly board 
work, usually in groups.  Now when you get stuck on a problem, you have a 
support network (classmates and me). 

4. Occasionally we will have a quick 1-3 question quiz over the material done in 
class.  This will encourage everyone in the group to try to understand the 
material, rather than just “trying to get the answer.”  The quizzes will be given 
either at the end of class or at the beginning of the next class.  Reminder: no no no no 
make up quizzes.make up quizzes.make up quizzes.make up quizzes. 

5.  Once class time is over, you will hopefully have gained understanding of the 
section objective.  You are then finished with the homework for that section. 
Your next homework will be to watch the video lecture for the next section. 
Occasionally there may be an outside assignment (like a short online quiz).  
Particularly if there is something on the computer that needs to be done or if 
there is some sort of data collection (e.g. survey) activity that need so be 
conducted. 

 
 
  



 
OK, many of you may have some doubts about the way this class will be conducted. Here 
are some direct quotes from last semester’s class on the following question:  
This class was obviously conducted a littleThis class was obviously conducted a littleThis class was obviously conducted a littleThis class was obviously conducted a little    differently. What was your overall impression of differently. What was your overall impression of differently. What was your overall impression of differently. What was your overall impression of 
the video lecture concept? That is, what did you think of watching the video lectures on the video lecture concept? That is, what did you think of watching the video lectures on the video lecture concept? That is, what did you think of watching the video lectures on the video lecture concept? That is, what did you think of watching the video lectures on 
your own and coming to class to do the homework (concept workshop)?your own and coming to class to do the homework (concept workshop)?your own and coming to class to do the homework (concept workshop)?your own and coming to class to do the homework (concept workshop)?    
 

At first I did not like this, but as I got used to it, I actually began to like it.  –
Anonymous student 1010 Fall 2007 

 
I loved it. I learned very well that way because you can rewind the video and you can 
take as long as it takes you to get it. But in class you cannot rewind what the 
teacher just said and you have a limited amount of time to go over everything.  –
Anonymous student 1010 Fall 2007 

 
I think watching the videos online to see if we understand the lecture before the 
instructor teaches it is helpful. It's another way of teaching ourselves and building 
the minds weaknesses and the instructor is there to back us up and help us focus on 
the main points of each chapter in case we get stuck.  –Anonymous student 1010 Fall 2007 
 
I  think that it was awesome!! i have never been able to comprehend math until it 
was taught this way. –Anonymous student 1010 Fall 2007 
 
At first I didn't really like it. As the semester progressed and I figured out how to 
use this method to my advantage i liked it a lot more . It was nice being able to 
rewatch the videos for review. I would definitely take another course like this and 
recommend your course to someone else. - Anonymous student 1010 Fall 2007 

 
I did enjoy doing the lectures online because I was able to learn concepts of statistics 
in the comfort of my own home. I was also able to control the speed of the way the 
lesson was taught. –Anonymous student 1530 Fall 2007 
 
I think that it not only gives the students an opportunity to take responsibility to 
learn on their own but gives the teacher time to explain the trouble problems in 
class. I love the method! –Anonymous student 1530 Fall 2007 
 
I think it was a great idea. Instead of us having to come to class and listen to the 
teacher talk the whole time and not get to ask questions, we got to spend the whole 
class period asking questions and really trying to understand the concepts. –
Anonymous student 1530 Fall 2007 
 
I think it's an excellent way to do a math course because you don't need help with 
listening to the lecture, but you do need help applying the concepts and working 
through the problems. I believe if the class he been done as a traditional course is 
taught then it would've been much more difficult to learn the subject matter. –
Anonymous student 1530 Fall 2007 
 
It was so fabulous that I sold everything I owned to become a stats teacher and 
follow in Dr. McD’s footsteps.—Nobody…yet! 


